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Christmas Poinsettias 
Once again, it is time to sign up for 

Christmas Poinsettias to be placed 

around the Altar in honor or in memory 

of loved ones.  The donated cost is 

$15.00 per plant.  Sign up flyers will be 

enclosed in your Sunday bulletin. 
  

 

Our Core Values 
 

Being present with our Lord and with each other every Lord’s Day. 

     Committed to growing in our knowledge and love of the Lord. 

            Serving each other and the world around us in His name. 

 

 

Holy Trinity 
A beacon 

drawing people 

to God and  

into the 

fellowship of 

God’s people. 

 

Report from the Vestry 

Plans for Renovating Our Worship Space and Fellowship Hall 
Your vestry this year has been working toward freshening-up these two rooms.  In our worship space 

we are planning on repainting the walls, putting in badly needed flooring, and installing wooden 

baseboard.   The audio/visual system is being improved.  We are also going to relocate the sound booth 

in the back of our worship space to the other back corner of the room such that it can serve as the A/V 

booth for both our worship space and fellowship hall.  A sliding glass window is being installed in the 

wall between the two rooms to allow this booth to function for both rooms. 
 

In the fellowship hall, we are removing the existing A/V booth, the unused pass-through window into 

the kitchen and the un-used door into the men’s bathroom.  The walls are going to be repaired and re-

painted, and wood baseboards installed. 
 

Longer term, we are exploring reversing the location of our fellowship hall and worship space.  This 

has the benefit of a slightly larger worship space, windows and natural lighting for our worship, and 

the possibility of a new and more direct entrance to our worship space from the outside. The Vestry 

and its renovation committee are presently conceptualizing and establishing cost information on this. 
 

Hopefully we will begin the flooring and re-painting soon after Christmas.  My appreciation to the 

Vestry for doing the visioning and planning for us on this.      Father Rob 

 

 

A Byte from the Bible 
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship  

Him in spirit and in truth.  John 4:24, NIV 

Worship is not just the 

act of going to church 

because we always 

have or because it’s the 

thing to do.  It is not just 

putting your body in a 

pew while your mind is 

elsewhere.  It is not just 

smiling serenely on the 

outside   while   on   the  

inside you are filled with unconfessed sin.  God 

also wants us to worship Him in truth.  That 

means that we must base our relationship with 

Him on His Word, which is the truth.  And to 

worship Him in truth means to worship Him 

honestly, without hypocrisy, standing open and 

transparent before Him. 
 

Are you the kind of worshipper God wants? 

? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Opportunities 
Thinking about that Summary of the Law that we quote during Sunday worship, I am reminded of a lecture I heard at 

seminary recently entitled “Idolatry and Injustice.”  I used to think, “Well, I certainly don’t worship idols, and I try to 

treat others fairly and obey the laws of God and of man.”  But I have been increasingly convicted of how easy it is to have 

idols in my life – people or things who may distract me, albeit subtly, from intentionally and consistently seeking to live 

within the Will of God.  It is also too easy at times to define justice as being an obedient and responsible citizen.  But in 

considering how many times in both the Old and New Testaments we are admonished to care for the widows and orphans, 

the strangers, the disenfranchised, I’m thinking that perhaps as important as the Great Commission to preach and teach 

the Gospel is, so is it important to minister to those less fortunate.   
 

In the foyer you will find opportunities to practice justice, to demonstrate love for your neighbors.  Some of us may not 

have the physical stamina to be involved in local or foreign mission efforts.  But all of us shop at the grocery store or 

Walmart and can pick up a few additional items.  Listed below are some local needs that we can respond to as we strive 

to love our neighbors.               In His service, Twyla 
 

The Cumbee Center Holy Trinity has been offered the opportunity to assist this ministry who 

provides for the needs of victims of domestic violence.  Their shelter tries to keep a stock of diapers (larger 

sizes), baby wipes, female razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant.  Twyla will be coordinating the 

delivery of these items to the center. 
 

 

Community Ministry of North Augusta       We have been an active partner of CMONA for a number 

of years.  The ministry is a line item in our budget, and we regularly collect groceries, toiletries, paper products, 

etc. for distribution, as needed.  Monte usually delivers our contributions to CMONA. 
 

 

Hagar’s Basket This ministry is an outreach of St. Bartholomew’s in North Augusta, a pantry to keep 

children in school.  It provides feminine products, body soap, laundry pods, dryer sheets, deodorant, and 

shampoo and conditioner to young students who may otherwise be absent and fall behind in their studies 

without these hygiene products.  Mike Holley is overseeing our efforts in this ministry. 
 

Daughters of the Holy Cross 

Mark your calendar: 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 11:00 am: Stations of the 

Nativity followed by a potluck lunch.  Everyone 

in and outside the parish are invited. 
 

Saturday, Dec. 15, 11:00 am: "Greening" of the Church- We 

will be decorating the church with fresh greens in preparation for 

Christmas. There will be cider, hot chocolate and snacks 

provided!  Anyone interested is welcome to assist.  Please see 

Terry Nault, Jackie Fekula or Jennifer Dorn for further 

information. 

Countdown of Scripture passages ~ Twyla Tuten 

I often think, while listening to a particular reading or to a 

compelling sermon, “Wow, this is my favorite scripture 

passage in the Bible!”  - until the NEXT particular reading 

or compelling sermon! This happened recently while  I  was  

visiting  with  my daughter at her church.  That got me to 

thinking, “I wonder what special Bible stories or passages 

really speak to my fellow parishioners?” 
 

So I’ve decided to put that question to all of you.  Turn in to me one, or two, or 

ten Bible passages that you find particularly inspiring, compelling, encouraging, 

convicting – whatever criteria you use to name some passage as one of great 

influence in your spiritual walk.  I will compile the results, do the math, and 

commit for Wayne or me to lead Wednesday nights studies on the top ten. 

“The unborn child though 

enclosed in the womb of its 

mother, is already a human 

being…and should not be robbed 

of the life which it has not yet 

begun to enjoy.  If it seems more 

horrible to kill a man in his own 

house than in a field, because a 

man’s house is his place of most 

secure refuge, it ought surely to be 

deemed more atrocious to destroy 

an unborn child in the womb 

before it has come to light.”   
             -John Calvin 

Christmas Eve Children’s Service 
with Holy Eucharist-    5:00 PM 

We hope to make this service a special offering 

to our children and to the community. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Page break here  

December Ministry Chart 

2018 Dec 2 

Advent 1 

Dec 9 

Advent 2 

Dec 16 

Advent 3 

Dec 23 

Advent 4 

Dec 24 

Christmas Eve 

Dec 30 

Christmas 1 

Jan 6 

The Epiphany 

Euch. Min. Jerry N Sandra S Jerry N Paula W Bill B Sandra S Paula W 

Ushers / 

Greeters 

Dianne H 

Richard M 

Jason N 

Monte S 

Bill B  

Char’ Rae B 

Billy H 

Sandy H 

Dianne H 

Deborah K 

Richard M 

Margaret W 

Wayne L 

Jason N 

Monte S 

Bill B 

Char’ Rae B 

Sandy H 

Dianne H 

Deborah K 

Richard M 

Presenting 

Bread/Wine 

Susan P 

Tracy P 

Jami W 

Kevin W 

Dan & 

Leslie W 

Keith & 

Char’Rae B 

Jackie & 

Mike F 

Virginia F 

Terry F 

Joe & 

Yeraldin G 

Prayer Team 
Nancy H 

Wayne L 

Rosemarie M 

Margaret W 

Ginger H 

Monique T 

Nancy H 

Wayne L 

Rosemarie M 

Margaret W 

Ginger H 

Monique T 

Nancy H  

Wayne L 

Lector-OT Jami W Margaret W JoEllen B Brenda B Tom D Jackie F Ginger H 

Lector-NT Dianne H Sue J Wayne L Richard M Jason N Mike P Jennifer P 

Altar Guild 

[week of] 

Virginia F 

Marguerite P 

Ginger H 

Monique T 

Terry N 

Rosemarie M 

JoEllen B 

Deborah K 

Virginia F 

Marguerite P 

 

TBD 

Ginger H 

Monique T 

Terry N 

Rosemarie M 

JoEllen B 

Deborah K 

Acolyte Guild Jada T Lelan C Jackie F Oke I Jada T Lelan C Jackie F 

Please find a replacement and let Fr. Rob know if you are unable to attend on a Sunday you are scheduled for a Lay Ministry. 

 

Is Your Calendar Marked for December 30 through January 6? 
We are now signing up for various areas of service for that week.  Be in prayer NOW as to how 

you can to be a part of this ministry:  prayers for the homeless families who visit and our hosts 

and other workers, unloaders and reloaders of bedroom furniture, afternoon and evening hosts, 

overnight hosts, meal preparers.  God is at work in this ministry, and we are humbled and grateful to be called to be a 

part of it.  If you have any questions about this ministry, contact Twyla or Monte or Father Rob. 

Christmas Eve Festival of Lessons and Carols  
Beginning at 10:30 pm 

Invite your friends to join you for this great traditional Christmas Celebration  

Beginning at 10:30 pm Christmas Eve, we will have a Festival of Lessons and Carols following 

the pattern of Scripture readings and carol singing that was first used at King’s College, 

Cambridge.  The scriptures and carols will be a recitation of God’s redeeming acts in history, 

which finds its apex with God coming among us- Emmanuel, the Incarnation of God in Jesus. 
 

We begin our lessons with the Genesis account of Creation and The Fall.  Then, through a 

series of Old Testament readings, we plumb the depths of our need for God to rescue us from 

our enslavement to sin.  The New Testament readings that follow describe God literally 

stepping into history, “The Great Rescue,” the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The 

singing of hymns, praise songs, and Christmas carols throughout the liturgy punctuate the 

telling of this Old, Old Story.   
 

This is an excellent service to bring friends and introduce them to this great Anglican Tradition and to Holy Trinity.  

Nursery will be available for children 0-3 years of age.  If you, your family, and friends are looking for a cure for the 

commercialism and secularism of the season, come join us.                                                                        

 
   

 

Annual Parish Meeting, January 20 
The annual parish meeting will be on Sunday, Jan 20 following the 10 am Eucharist.  It will 

be a pot luck luncheon- so, be sure to bring your favorite dish.  This a time for us to celebrate 

what God has done to us and through us this past year.  We do this largely through reports 

submitted by you on the various ministries taking place in our church family.  If you are a 

ministry leader, please submit your report to Monique as soon as you can.  If helpful, you can 

find copies of the 2018 Annual Report in the Foyer to use as a guide. 

 

 

 



.  

  
December 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Upcoming Events 
 

                                Sat, Dec 8, 2018        Stations of the Nativity 

                                Sat, Dec 15, 2018      Greening of the church 

                                Sun, Dec 16, 2018     Annual Christmas Caroling 

 1 

9:00 to 10:20am 

Men’s 

Bible Study 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1st Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am   Eucharist 

10:00 am   Eucharist 

11:20 am   Coffee 

11:30 am   Christian Ed 
Nursery available 

 
 

10:00-11:30am 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Choir 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Supper 

& Bible Study 

Nursery available 

  

 

 

 
 

 

9:00 to 10:20am 

Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

11:00 am 

Stations of the 

Nativity 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am   Eucharist 

10:00 am   Eucharist 

11:20 am   Coffee 

11:30 am   Christian Ed 
Nursery available 

 10:00-11:30am 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 
 

6:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Supper 

& Bible Study 

Nursery available 

  9:00 to 10:20am 

Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

11:00 am  

Greening of the 

Church! 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
8 & 10 am  Eucharist 

11:30 am    Christian Ed 

No Vestry Luncheon 
Nursery available 

3:00 pm    Caroling 

5:30 pm    Pageant 

 No Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Supper 

& Bible Study 

Nursery available 

 St Thomas, 

Apostle 

 

 

9:00 to 10:20am 

Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

4th Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am    Eucharist 

10:00 am   Eucharist 

11:20 am   Coffee 

11:30 am   Christian Ed 
Nursery available 

5:00 pm 
Children’s 

Christmas Service 

10:30 pm 
Christmas Eve 

Festival of Lessons 

& Carols 

Christmas 

Day 
 

 

No Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

No Choir Practice 

St Stephen, Deacon & 

Martyr 

No Fellowship 

Supper & Bible 

Study 

Nursery available 

St John, Apostle & 

Evangelist 

Holy Innocents No Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

30 31 Family Promise Guests  

Dec. 30, 2018 – Jan 6, 2019 
 

Deadline for submissions to the Annual Parish Report 

Sun, Jan 6, 2019 
 

Annual Parish Celebration Luncheon  

Sun, Jan 20, 2019     

1st Sun. after Christmas 
8:00 am    Eucharist 

10:00 am   Eucharist 

11:20 am   Coffee 

11:30 am   Christian Ed 
Nursery available 

New Year’s 

Eve 

The ways we communicate 
Parish website     http://www.achtna.org 

Monthly newsletters (web + mailed):  http://www.achtna.org/newsletters 

Sunday bulletin announcement page                  https://www.achtna.org/events 

Holy Trinity Mobile App:    http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4a5efa_80ea18e8be5a4eb69541c319aa89a00f.pdf 

Email distribution – news & messages  To be on the distribution, send email address to  robhartley@comcast.net 

Prayer List (Sun. bulletin & website)  http://www.achtna.org/parish-prayer-list 

Rector’s Blog (North Augusta Anglican):  http://holytrinityna.blogspot.com/ 

 Holy Trinity is a congregation of the Anglican Church in North America  

Christ-centered, biblically grounded, worshipping in the Anglican Tradition 
Sweetwater Center, 160 Merovan Drive, North Augusta, S C 29860    

www.achtna.org           (803) 341-0075           robhartley@comcast.net          Blog: North Augusta Anglican 

Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Steve Wood       Rector: The Rev. Rob Hartley     Assisting Clergy: The Rev.’s Dan Brown and Theophilus Iwuji 
Vestry:  Mike Fekula (Senior Warden),   Annabelle Shepherd,   Jason Nault,   Dianne Havird,  Paula Wahl   

 

 

http://www.achtna.org/
http://www.achtna.org/newsletters
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4a5efa_80ea18e8be5a4eb69541c319aa89a00f.pdf
mailto:robhartley@comcast.net
http://www.achtna.org/parish-prayer-list
http://holytrinityna.blogspot.com/
mailto:robhartley@comcast.net


 

  

Focus on the Family 

Recommended Holiday Movies 
If you’re thinking about taking 

children or grandchildren to the 

movies during the upcoming 

holiday season, here are some 

recommendations: 
 

The Grinch has messages about the importance of 

family and friendship, and it even musically links 

the birth of the baby Jesus to the Christmas 

festivities and soaring spirits in Whoville. 
 

Christopher Robin is a fun movie for kids, no 

question. On one level, it's a light, spirited adventure 

story ... but all that said, this film wasn't made just 

for kids. It was made for us, too — the adults who 

fret about our own Very Important Things ... and the 

movie captures the spirit of the original stories. 
 

Smallfoot (rent/stream) is about yetis and 

"smallfoots," or humans. The movie makes it plain 

that lying is wrong, even if it's done with the best of 

intentions.  It also teaches that everyone should feel 

the freedom to ask important questions, even if that 

means stepping out of our comfort zones to find the 

answers. 
 

Paddington 2 (rent/stream) is just about as cuddly 

— and surprisingly inspiring — a sequel as you 

could hope to find. He makes everyone around him 

a little happier, a little kinder and even a little 

smiley-er. 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, Dec. 16 at 3:00 pm 

All are invited for caroling to the homes of some of our home-

bound folk and to Hammond Place Assisted Living on Walnut 

Lane.  If you play an instrument, please bring it.  We will meet 

at the church.  When we return, we'll turn on the coffee pot and 

share refreshments before enjoying our children’s Christmas 

Pageant that follows at 5:30 pm 
 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Dec. 16 at 5:30 pm. 

What better way is there to share GOD’s love and HIS gift of 

Jesus with family & friends than a Children’s Christmas 

Pageant!  All our children are invited to be a part of this. The 

next practice is after church on Sunday, Dec. 9.  For details call 

Dianne Havird at 803-292-4146. 
 

  

Dear Friends and Family of Holy Trinity,  

This Christmas article was written by our beloved Betty Croy in 2014 when she was Senior Warden of this parish.  As 

most of us know, for the last several years she has suffered from a debilitating illness which the Enemy has used to 

remove this faithful servant from her work in the Lord’s Vineyard.  Pray for Betty and shower her with love in whatever 

way is open to you this Advent/Christmas.  Don’t let her forget how much she is loved.  Father Rob 

The Perfect Gift 
These days, with Christmas just around the corner, much of our time and energy is focused on gift giving, and 

it can be utterly exhausting.  In an effort to come up with the perfect gift, we wrack our brains, pore over circulars, 

drive across town, endure long checkouts, and often spend more money than we can afford.  Then after we buy 

it, wrap it, and give it, we sometimes wonder whether we even got it right... 
  

Been there?  Done that?  Had enough?  Well, there's an alternative to traditional gift giving that might not work 

for everyone on your list, but it's certain to be appreciated by the select few on whom it is bestowed. 
  

Give the gift of self.  Make it as simple or extravagant as you like.  Visit a person who is lonely, smile, talk with them, listen to 

them, touch them.  Look around for someone who could use a helping hand and offer both of yours.  Use your knowledge, skill, 

or talent to benefit those who are not so gifted.  Share the Good News with a family member, friend, acquaintance, or stranger 

who needs to know Christ and pray with them.  Volunteer.  Send a hand-written note expounding the virtues of one you admire.  

Pass along a keepsake prematurely, perform a tedious task, mend a broken relationship.  The list of people and things to do is 

endless; allow your heart to guide you. 
 

Tailor the gift, meet the need, give in the Spirit.  That's what our Heavenly Father did on that long ago night in Bethlehem when 

He gave of Himself by sending us His Son, Jesus, the One Perfect Gift.  A most blessed Christmas to all, and to God be the glory!  

   Bet 

 



 

 

God Doesn’t Make the “Throwaway Kind” 
Father Rob 

Luke 15:1-2 (The Pharisees and the scribes said) "This fellow (Jesus) welcomes sinners and eats with them."   

So Jesus told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,  

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 
 

I once met a man unlike anyone I had ever met.  His name was Darrell, and I met him on a Kairos 

Prison Ministry weekend.  (We know about Kairos in this church family through the ministry of 

Sandra, Mike, Jerry and others).  Darrell, in his early 20’s, was an angry, hard and aggressive 

young man.  In the course of the weekend, I came to understand his demeanor as the way he 

learned to survive the violent world in which he grew up.  He had been abused, rejected and left 

to grow up on his own on the streets of one of South Carolina’s larger cities.  He was now in 

prison, and in Darrell’s mind, his life was over before it had even gotten started.   
 

Darrell was at first hostile and disruptive, often turning his chair facing away from the table in defiance, seemingly 

his way of telling us that he was not going to meet our expectations, whatever those might be.  Darrell, however, began 

to experience things he had not encountered before, such as unconditional acceptance and love.  As others of us “from 

the street” shared the story of our lives, Darrell heard about lives that had an external joy and an internal peace when, 

in his mind, there should be none.  He began to open to the possibility of seeing life from a different perspective, 

God’s perspective. 
 

We all know the Bible story about Jesus passing through the city of Jericho on his way to Jerusalem.  He encounters 

a man named Zacchaeus.  Even with great crowds flocking around him, Jesus peers beyond the crowd to a lone man 

up in a Sycamore tree peering back at him.  This man, Zacchaeus, had been rejected by the community as a cheat and 

a scoundrel, but to Jesus, Zacchaeus was important and of as much worth as anyone else in the crowd.  Darrell, like 

Zaccheaus, was as important to God as anyone else in that crowded room that day.  
  

Zacchaeus and Darrell bring me to think of an inmate I met a few years prior to meeting Darrell.  This young man had 

written a poem titled “The Throwaway Kind.”  This young man had made some bad choices.  Like Darrell he had 

grown up in an ugly and malignant environment.  In his words, his life had ended up on the trash heap of life.  His 

poem, however, was about his discovery that God did not make “Throwaway People,” not even him.  Darrell made 

that same discovery.       Rob+ 

 

 

Holy Trinity: A Special Place  
 

Holy Trinity is our special place to grow in our knowledge, love and relationship with the God who created us. 

† † † 

Holy Trinity is our place to be equipped by God’s Holy Spirit to improve our lives in His sight and to live lives 

pleasing to Him, not wallowing in our brokenness, dysfunction, sin or addiction, but allowing God to heal us and 

make us a “New Creation.” 

† † † 

Holy Trinity is where God grows the Kingdom of God in us…  and in others through us. 

† † † 

Holy Trinity is our place to find relationships with substance, to experience genuine community, to sacrificially give 

ourselves to meet the needs of others, and to live lives larger than ourselves. 

† † † 

Holy Trinity is where we invite others to “Come and See” what a life aligned with God is like. 
 

 

 
The Briefest of Tutorials on Anglicanism 

Anglicanism has its roots in the 1900-year history of Christianity in the British Isles, and today there are approximately 

90 million Anglicans worldwide.  Anglicans see themselves as only one tradition among the many tradition of God’s 

one, holy, catholic (meaning “universal”) and apostolic Church and is characterized by liturgical and sacramental 

worship, Protestant beliefs, strong biblical and apostolic roots, and a love of the great traditions of Church from 

throughout the ages.   Anglicans are bound together by a “common worship,” which is expressed and propagated in the 

“Book of Common Prayer” first drafted in 1549 under the leadership of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer during the 

Protestant Reformation in England.   

 


